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Problems associated with the illegality of psychoactive substances

Users (and dealers) cannot know the composition of their products

→ Often cut or falsely declared products

→ More overdoses and health problems

Insufficiently informed users

→ More risks taken

→ Development of false beliefs and rumours

Stigmatisation of substance use

→ Disincentive to seek help

→ Late access to treatment

→ Increasing complexity and urgency of situations

→ Higher cost of treatment and social implications



Our services today: drug checking and more

Up to 10 onsite drug checkings per year

Two weekly drug checkings at a fixed location in two cities

Online warnings and market monitoring

Counselling and support for drug users and their relatives

Outreach work and alerts on social platforms

Training for social and health professionals and nightlife staff



Drug checking process: anonymous but individualised

Discussion and advice on risk reduction (motivational 
interviewing)

National questionnaire on drug use

Sample and data collection

Sample transfer to the laboratory

Analysis: 20 min. onsite / a few days at a fixed location

Transmission of analysis results with risk assessment

Online warning for problematic samples



Analyse results

The results provide information on the composition and the purity of the samples

What pharmacologically active substances are present? In what quantities?

Are there any active bulking agents? Which ones and in what quantities?



44% of the samples with unexpected content
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Unexpected/unwanted content - samples 2022

Amphetamine with active bulking agents (incl. caffeine) or synthesis by-products

Cocaine with active bulking agents

Other cases with synthesis by-products or active bulking agents

MDMA pills with high dosage

MDMA with other active agents or synthesis impurities

Other main active substance than declared

No warning or caution message



Gathering all the problematic samples tested in Swiss drug checkings services

Aim is to inform every users

Regular cooperation between drug checkings services

Online warnings website



Further information and risk assessment

Shows similar samples in the past

Online warnings website



Every week samples of our drug checking service

Same warning categories

Warnings on Instagram and Facebook



Automatic transfer of warnings from the national website

Link to the national website

Warnings on Discord



Further improvements in Switzerland…

Amelioration of the current warnings' website

→ Better search function

→ Clearer and better risk assessment and information: creation of a 
multidisciplinary expert group

→ User friendlier website

Warning protocol for potent opioids and other particularly dangerous substances

National extended early warning system

→ Regroup findings from the police and the health system

→ Systematic exchange of information 



CONTACT Nightlife

Monbijoustrasse 70
3007 Bern
Tel. 031 378 22 32

raveitsafe@contactmail.ch
raveitsafe.ch
contact-suchthilfe.ch

mailto:raveitsafe@contactmail.ch
raveitsafe.ch
https://www.contact-suchthilfe.ch/
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